
Happy New Year to all of you and your families!  We wish you good health 

throughout 2017.   

2017 promises to be an interesting year for our nation.  Our branch has been 

reaching out to our sister branches in NC to learn more about what they do to 

increase community awareness of our organization, and to grow their 

membership.  In a conversation with Treka Spraggins, president of the Raleigh‐

Wake chapter, she commented that when she attends other women’s group, she 

tells them that AAUW is not for everyone—that we stand for principles. We take 

positions on policies essential for democracy and the pursuit of happiness for all 

members of our society with an emphasis on women and girls.  The health, 

prosperity, and equality of women directly impacts that of their families. It is a 

message to take to heart as we hear developing public policy both nationally and 

in our state.  Below is a list of some of the policies important to us. 

AAUW believes that high-quality public education is the foundation of a democratic society and the key to 
economic prosperity and gender equality. We advocate equitable climates free of harassment, bullying, and 
sexual assault. We support academic freedom, civic education, protection from censorship, bias-free 
education, and responsible funding for all levels of education, including early childhood education and 
programs for students with disabilities. We advocate increased access to higher education, especially for 
women in poverty. We promote equitable efforts to close the persistent achievement gap that 
disproportionately affects low-income children and students from minority communities. 
 

AAUW promotes the economic, social, and physical well-being of all persons. Essential to that well-being are 
an economy that provides equitable employment opportunities; reduction of poverty; a living wage; quality 
affordable dependent care; paid family and medical leave; safe, livable, and affordable housing; quality 
affordable and accessible health care including reproductive health care; and a clean and healthful 
environment. We support a Social Security system that provides inflation-protected, guaranteed lifetime 
benefits with a progressive benefit formula, spousal and widow benefits, and disability and survivor benefits. 
We oppose any efforts to undermine Medicare and Medicaid, including privatization and block grant 
proposals. 

AAUW believes in the right to privacy and freedom from violence. We firmly believe in the separation of 
church and state. We support a fair, balanced, and independent judiciary. We support public budgets that 
balance individual rights and responsibility to the community. We see an urgent need for meaningful 
campaign finance reform, open and fair elections, and nonpartisan voter education efforts that will promote 
equitable political participation and representation in appointed and elected office. 

AAUW supports affirmative action to improve racial, ethnic, gender, and cultural diversity and inclusion. This 
includes creating a culture of involvement, respect, and connection, where the richness of ideas, 
backgrounds, and perspectives is fully appreciated and utilized. 

AAUW believes that global interdependence requires national and international policies against human 
trafficking and that promote peace, justice, human rights, sustainable development, and mutual security for 
all people. We support the civil and human rights of all immigrants, including a fair and just path to legal 
status. We support a strengthened United Nations and its affiliated agencies. We advocate implementation of 
the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action from the 4th World Conference on Women* and subsequent 
declarations. We affirm our active participation in the U.N. Commission on the Status of Women and our 



commitment to ratification of the U.N. Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against 
Women (CEDAW). We support international family planning programs that are consistent with AAUW policy. 

Remembering for what we stand will be essential this year.  We must speak our 
minds and encourage others to think rationally, with generous hearts, for the 
good of all.  I look forward to seeing all of you at the Chapel Hill Library, Room A, 
at 10:30 on January 21.  The program is appropriately near our national 
commemoration of Martin Luther King, Jr. and highlights the struggle of Afro‐
Americans for lives of freedom and dignity. 

*Beijing Declaration PFA held in 1995 is a wonderful document too lengthy to 
reproduce here which:  
3. Determined to advance the goals of equality, development and peace for all 
women everywhere in the interest of all humanity, 
6. Also recognize that this situation is exacerbated by the increasing poverty 
that is affecting the lives of the majority of the world’s people, in 
particular women and children, with origins in both the national and 
international domains, 
9. Ensure the full implementation of the human rights of women and of the girl 
child as an inalienable, integral and indivisible part of all human rights and 
fundamental freedoms; 
12 The empowerment and advancement of women, including the right to freedom of 
thought, conscience, religion and belief, thus contributing to the moral, 
ethical, spiritual and intellectual needs of women and men, individually or 
in community with others and thereby guaranteeing them the possibility of 
realizing their full potential in society and shaping their lives in 
accordance with their own aspirations.  
14. Women’s rights are human rights; 
16. Eradication of poverty based on sustained economic growth, social 
development, environmental protection and social justice requires the 
involvement of women in economic and social development, equal 
opportunities and the full and equal participation of women and men as 
agents and beneficiaries of people-centred sustainable development; 
17. The explicit recognition and reaffirmation of the right of all women to 
control all aspects of their health, in particular their own fertility, is 
basic to their empowerment; 


